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Huei-Wen Lo and Vincent Shieh (1992) pointed out that medical college is the
cradle for raising future humanistic doctors. We all understand that medical education is
complex and difficult, yet it needs the most attention and improvement. In the structure of
current medical education, will the women group faces strong challenge especially when
the stereotypes are in the culture. Therefore in these 2-year research projects, the first
year research is the discussions of female medical students about gender experience in
their studies and internships, the research team will use the method of random selection
in forming a focus group of 5 female medical students about gender experience in studies,
a focus group of 5 male medical students about gender experiences of co-learning and a
focus group of 3 female medical students which discuss about gender experiences during
internship. Through promoting the group motivation, focus group will discuss about the
gender experience of female medical students in employment and internship, the
co-learning gender experience of male medical students as well as the image for future
professional development of female medical doctors in female medical students. The
second year is about the discussion of gender experience in employment amongst female
medical doctors, this research team will utilize the method of snowball and random
sampling, individual depth interviews with 20 female medical students. The interviews
are going to discuss about the gender experience of female medical doctors in the process
of studying and internship, the self-recognition and gender experience of female medical
students in professional development.

The research team shall use the research results as basis for the research plan,
concerning the study “Constructing an Gender Equity Medical Education Index and
Strategies,” the research team shall assemble the focus groups of medical students from
ten medical universities so as to collect their opinions and expectation for the
construction of a medical education of gender equality; moreover, this research adopts
purposive sampling where medical educators and clinical medical workers are
interviewed for their opinions. Through integrating clinical and medical science, as well
as the preferences and experience of medical students and faculty, an index and, in turn,
strategies for equal-gender medical education shall be created to serve as reference for
future construction of an equal-gender medical education that caters to the true needs of
students.

The research results of these two years can serve as reference for constructing an
equal-gender medical education curriculum that caters to the true needs of students. The
results can also contribute as an index for constructing an appropriate professional
development for medical students, thereby fully fulfilling the strategic purposes of the
index.

Keywords: medical education, gender equity, professional development
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» Taiwan is situated in the Circum-Pacific
Seismic Belt. The collision of Philippine
and Eurasia tectonic plates lead to
frequent earthquakes.
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Taiwan is also located in a monsoon belt
and tropical low pressure air mass bring
major floods to this oceanic island
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Not only do disasters occur due to natural or manmade
reasons to destruct the ecological order of nature, but they
also remodel the structural landscape of individual and
social cultures. In the process of reconstruction and
recovery, the fragmentation an reconstruction of social
relationships caused by disasters have become an
inerasable collective memory for Taiwanese residents, as

well as a dramatic shock and impact for the social culture.



Not only is social culture influenced by
disasters, but issues concerning the following
also surface: unjust resource allocation, legal
applicability between urban and rural areas,
power-negotiation between the central and
local governments, the remodeling of roles, the
inheritance and breakage of traditional cultures,
the differences in the social situations and life
reconstruction of the disabled and minority
groups (orphans, women, senior citizens who
live alone, indigenous people, single parents,
handicapped, etc).

According to UNESCO 75% of the
victims are women and children, which
can be explained by the important factor
of the limiting social and cultural roles
played by women.

Typhoon Morakot not only wreaked havoc
and destroyed homes in Southern
Taiwan, with most of the disaster victims
being indigenous people (80%), unequal
structure violence in contemporary social

culture is further highlighted.



» The storm and mudslides brought by
Typhoon Morakot in August led to the loss
of homes for thousands of people and
nearly 700 deaths.
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Life and death in disasters and the panic and crying of women
indicate the situation of women in times of disaster.

Men and women have contrasting attitudes and situations in face
of disasters.

Dangerous waters destroy homes and lives.
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The frightened faces of schoolchildren who are forced to ride in transport
cages to flee Shin Kai village reveal the urgency and devastation of the
disaster.

Disaster and Gender
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Male-Centered Social Aid

B Women and children, who are in most need
for social welfare, are often ignored by the
male-centered system of social aid; the
financial aid received by the males in a family
are not always spent on the family, which is
evident in the alcohol that is sold out outside

the relocation center being.

Male-Centered Social Aid

* In a social welfare culture designed and
dominated by patriarchal thoughts,
married daughters are in no place to
inquire into the financial aid; such male-
centered welfare systems definitely violate
the spirit of “eradicating all discrimination
against women” and the administrative
principle of “gender mainstreaming.”

Women care and Mental Health

Similar reports found in Taiwan and abroad indicate that
men are more traumatized than women in times of
disaster; women play the role of caretaker and support
and as the stabilizing force in the chaotic stage of

disaster relief.
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Women care and Mental Health

* nevertheless, women still face tremendous
pressure during their work as caretakers;
therefore, the social culture and family
situation of women must be taken into
account by emergency medical care and
social work by better planning mental and
life reconstruction for women.

Women shoulder caretaker duties and domestic burden in times
of disaster

The Impoverishment of Women in Disasters

* Women comprise approximately 70% of
the world’s impoverished population,
placing them at social, cultural,
economical, and political disadvantage.
When disasters arise, impoverished
women with inadequate resources and
information face an even more severe
challenge .
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The Impoverishment of Women in Disasters

* Yet, the global climate and environment
change constantly and disasters continue
to occur. Women, especially those in
minority groups, will experience more
hardship. This is definitely an issue to be
tackled collectively during the
development of a country and its social
culture.

The Situation and Status of Women in Disasters

* Impoverishment is a prevalent dilemma
faced by many women nowadays. The
income of men and women, property
possession, job status, social network,
resource distribution and family limitation
should be factored in when considering

the social inequality faced by women.

The Situation and Status of Women in Disasters

* Women should receive aid in facing the
burdensome work of caretaking, social
economics, culture and family, as well as in
reconstructing a support network that can
empower women to be a part of decision-making

and execution of post-disaster reconstruction.
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Disaster Relief, Resettlement, and
Reconstruction

The trilogy: how to rebuild homes
using the experience and thinking
of women

What role/function should women play/serve in the
“disaster relief, resettlement, and rehabilitation”

of Typhoon Morakot?

N

Disaster Relief and Prevention

Is the most important issue of national
security

16



The 2010 World Council on Curriculum and Instruction (WCCI) world
conference in Hungary has already listed “environment and disaster
education” as an event topic. As the chairperson of WCCI, | will invite
Japan, the Philippines, Indonesia, and other countries, which are also
located on the Eurasia tectonic plate and in a monsoon belt, to participate in
the WCCI international conference for a further discussion on the subject of

“disaster and gender.”

As the climate transforms and deteriorates, the
risk assessment for natural and man-made

disasters is increasing. In disaster prevent and
recovery, it is of utmost urgency to protect

women, who are already minorities in terms of
economy and social culture, from more fear of
disasters and from uneven resource allocation

and employment.

Circumstances are always dire after disasters.
The journey from disaster relief to reconstruction
seems longer than ever. Gender issues should
be considered by central and local governments
in their disaster relief and reconstruction policies,
thereby fully implementing the administrative

goal of gender mainstreaming.
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Male-centered Decision-Making in
Post-Disaster Reconstruction

The disaster relief system has always adopted a male-
centered line of thought. Instilling female experience and
viewpoint in the disaster relief mechanism so as to fulfill the
policy of gender mainstreaming and to increase the
representation of disaster victims and women in post-

disaster reconstruction can be a first-step consideration.

Disaster-Induced Domestic Violence, Child

Abuse, and Sexual Assaults

B In my text “A Word on the Journey to Mental
Recovery,” the ninth of the ten advices that |
provided points out that “prevention methods
should be proposed to counter problems regarding
domestic violence, child abuse, sexual assault,
alcohol and drug abuse.” These are all really
critical matters in post-disaster resettlement and
reconstruction work.

Rebuilding homes by empowered women

After a disaster, women usually serve as caretakers
and support. In a disaster relief planning that lacks
gender concepts, women cannot receive assistance
from government units, social institutions, and civil
agencies, which further drags women into further

poverty and a downward spiral.
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