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An issue originated in queer study, public sex
embodies the tension as well as interlocking of the
public/private divide. However, the concept of
public sex, that is, sex in public or public space,
can be broadened to include sex in public domain or
in formal institutions (market, school/education,
media, law, formal organizations). Understood in
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this broad sense, the concept of public sex can
encompass a wide-ranging phenomena or issues such as
sex trade, pornography, sex in media, sex education,
public display of sex, sexual harassment, sex law,
etc., and has mostly been the target of gender
legislation, i.e., legislation motivated by gender
factors (gender identity, women’ s pressure groups,
gender politics, feminism). The controversy
surrounding public sex (in broad or narrow sense)
implicates especially the concept of privacy, a
concept that constitutes an important moment of
modern self or modernity, and relates to sexuality,
family, individuality, autonomy. Informed mainly by
theories of modernity, the present project will study
both public sex and privacy, and explicate the
intricacy of the two concepts involved.

This ’ modernity of public sex and privacy’
theoretical framework will try to develop an
alternative view to mainstream feminism on sexual
harassment (will ° take a break from feminism’ - to
use Janet Halley’ s words). Moreover, this project
will also utilize a consent theory of privacy,
developed first by Richard Mohr, to tackle gender
legislation concerning public sex.

public sex, privacy, sexual harassment, modernity,
gender legislation
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An issue originated in queer study, public sex embodies the tension as well as interlocking of
the public/private divide. However, the concept of public sex, that is, sex in public or public
space, can be broadened to include sex in public domain or in formal institutions (market,
school/education, media, law, formal organizations). Understood in this broad sense, the concept
of public sex can encompass a wide-ranging phenomena or issues such as sex trade, pornography,
sex in media, sex education, public display of sex, sexual harassment, sex law, etc., and has mostly
been the target of gender legislation, i.e., legislation motivated by gender factors (gender identity,
women’ s pressure groups, gender politics, feminism). The controversy surrounding public sex
(in broad or narrow sense) implicates especially the concept of privacy, a concept that constitutes
an important moment of modern self or modernity, and relates to sexuality, family, individuality,
autonomy.  Informed mainly by theories of modernity, the present project will study both public
sex and privacy, and explicate the intricacy of the two concepts involved. This “modernity of
public sex and privacy” theoretical framework will try to develop an alternative view to

mainstream feminism on sexual harassment (will “take a break from feminism” - to use Janet
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Halley’ s words). Moreover, this project will also utilize a consent theory of privacy, developed

first by Richard Mohr, to tackle gender legislation concerning public sex.
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