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The Implicit Gender Stereotyping Construct System of Female Students in
Technical Colleges
Abstract

This study aims to understand the connotations and operational characteristics of the implicit
gender stereotyping construct system of female students in technical colleges. The female students of
four colleges in southern Taiwan were given two-phase interviews. In the first phase, 30female college
students majoring in subjects “traditionally dominated by females/males” in their third and fourth years
were interviewed using Kelly’s “repertory grids” and Hinkle’s “laddering method” as structure; in the
second phase, the interviewees were divided into eight implicit construct categories after the data
collected in the first phase were analyzed, and one student was selected from each category for an
interview. The research results are as follows:

1. The results of quantitative analysis:
According to the differentiation and integration of the constructs, the interviewees’ implicit
construct system can be divided into four basic categories: original type, role identification, role
differentiation, and role integration. .

2. The results of qualitative analysis:
A. The connotations of the implicit gender stereotyping construct system:

a) The implicit constructs of the relationship between gender and interpersonal interaction.

b) The implicit constructs of the relationship between gender and self-expression.

c) The implicit constructs of the relationship between gender and personal grooming.

d) The emergence of a sub-category - “women of science”.
B. The operational characteristics of the implicit gender stereotyping construct system:

a) The implicit construct system shows a dynamic process, from “self-reflexivity” and
“self-involvement” to “self-reverse.

b) The implicit constructs have the characteristic of active construction.

c) The implicit construct system has the characteristic of multiple constructions, which will change
with circumstances and conditions.
C. The proposition of “the implicit construct system of the relationship between gender and

behavior”:

The model consists of a) the content of the implicit construct system; b) the levels of the implicit

construct system; c) the thread of the implicit construct system; d) the operation of the implicit

construct system; and e) the development of the implicit construct system.

Keywords: gender stereotype, implicit construct system
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26 Risk and safety psychology, incl. traffic psychology
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