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: The purpose of this study is to review the physical

display, knowledge impartment and construction implied in
the teaching clinic. The research methods are based on the
field observation and in-depth interview. The preliminary
findings are as follows: The training of the teaching
clinic 1s usually done by the students to do the
interrogation and physical examination, And give guidance
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to students after they leave. Long-term training will
enable students to build up their self-confidence and
independence and be proficient in contemporary medical
needs in their ability to differentiate their diagnosis
within a short period of time. However, this training
places too much emphasis on medical knowledge and
examination skills, which makes it impossible to
systematically give consideration to the care and medical
interaction between the patient and the society and
culture. This is one of the key elements of contemporary
medical education in which "sickness" 1s not seen as
"sickness." Most of the teachers originally lacked
sensitivity and were busy with work in this area.
Therefore, it is difficult to devote more effort to
soliciting patients and designing teaching and learning
clinics .

It is also worth noting that the teaching of physicians in
teaching clinics 1s an important key to the successful
control of teaching patients to protect the rights and
interests of patients. The patient is supposed to be the
"protagonist" of the teaching clinic. Whether the patient’s
idea 1s to help nurture the future medical practitioner
through his body or to participate in the relationship with
the subject authority, the actual operation of the clinic
1s more of a "supporting role" As the patient is isolated
from the invisible gap between medical terminology and
professional teaching while the teaching is in progress,
the starting point for the patient and his body to enter,
view and exercise medical power is also here.

teaching clinic, patient centered, Physical examination,
caring, mini-CEX, gender and medicine, medical education
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The practice of teaching clinic was introduced into Taiwan’ s medical education
in 2012, where, as oppose to general clinical observation, a group of medical students are
led by an attending physician to interact with patients, practice diagnoses, perform physical
examinations, and devise treatment plans in an outpatient clinic setting, and their
performance is assessed by the attending physician via mini-CEX (mini-Clinical
Evaluation Exercise). From the assessments of the teaching clinics, however, 1t was evident
that the instructing attending physicians were more capable of 1ssuing accurate and direct
instructions on the accuracy of “history-taking” and “physical examination” , while
instructions on on topics like care, ethics, and gender were disproportionate. The result also
revealed that the assessments and instructions of the teaching clinics were in dire need of
improvements.

The teaching clinic, a combination of “teaching” and “real medical
environment” , is controlled by instructing attending physicians who constantly alternate
between the roles of “doctor” and “instructor” ; similarly the patients’ body also
switch between “the bodies of patients” and “conscious displays of disease” that
receive treatments and physical examination from, and engage in discussions with,
instructors and students. This 1s an indication that a teaching clinic is a venue filled with
power, knowledge building, and body and gender politics, and thus may deviate from its

“patient-centered”  care perspective.

The aim of this paper is to review the physical display, and the dissemination and
building of knowledge, involved in the teaching clinic. A preliminary result obtained via
field observation and in-depth interviews revealed that the training programs in the
teaching clinics often entails the students performing history-taking and physical
examination in rotation, with the instructing attending physicians subsequently take over
and provide feedback after the patients leave the premise. Long-term training allows the
students to build confidence and independence, and be proficient in carrying out
differential diagnosis in a short period of time, as required in contemporary medicine. The
training, though, seems to over-emphasized medical knowledge and examination skills, to
the extend that the training and the system of the teaching clinics are hindering the students
and the instructors from recognizingthe relevance of the patients and their
interconnectedness with their social culture, to be blinded towards the patients’  social
status and gender, and the instructors may have a hard time to systematically provide
instructions on patient care and doctor-patient interaction. This 1s one of the key factors
why contemporary medicine sees “disease” and not “patients” . Since majority of the



mnstructors are already insensitive in this regard and are occupied with heavy workload,
mvesting more time and resources 1n recruiting patients and designing teaching clinic
education is proving difficult.

It 1s also worth noting that the supervision of the attending physicians in the
teaching clinics play a pivotal role in the success of protecting patient rights during the
teaching process. The patients are supposed to be the protagonist in the teaching clinic,
whether they intent to nurture future medical professionals with their body, or simply
succumb to the authority of their attending physicians. In practice, they have been reduced
to the role of supporting cast, alienated during the teaching sessions by an invisible divide
comprised of medical jargons and professional education, and furthermore medical power
relations 1s established and exercised in the setting of the teaching clinic, and displayed
through the observation and interaction with the patients and their bodies.

Despite these common practices, some physicians do 1nvite their patients to assume
the role of a living teaching material, and attempt to incorporate them into joint discussions
conducted 1n vernacular language, explain to the patients again during intermissions the
lecture material, acknowledging the patients’ subjectivity, or intervene when students
operate improperly, misdiagnose, or risk patient safety during examination, demonstrating
the ability to alternate swiftly between the roles of teacher and doctor as demanded. These
actions can facilitate the implementation of the so called “patient-oriented” and

“shared decision making” practices.

Keywords: teaching clinnic, patient centered, Physical examination, mini-CEX, gender and
medicine, medical education
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