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: Feminist activists, plaintiffs, lawyers and women rights

NGOs have worked together to reform the Taiwanese
patriarchal legal system after martial law was lifted in
1987. The first successful milestone case was the Judicial
Interpretation No. 365, which declared the Civil Law Code
article 1089 (father’ s opinion prevails while deciding
minor s important rights related matters) violated gender
equality principle. Then a series of legislative reforms
followed, including Domestic Violence Prevention Law, Rape
Law Reform, Gender Equality Employment Law(2002), Gender
Equity Education Law(2004).

However, while gender awareness curriculum at high school
level 1s introduced, we did very little about the legal
education curriculum in the universities. There are some
seminars on feminist jurisprudence, but in general the
mainstream law courses were not re-examined their male
biased/centered past. On the other end, women are not aware
of the current changes in law, thus their lives are not
changed since the patriarchal culture and custom still
dictate and dominant their lives.

This project chooses 8 women and LGBT rights related
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lawsuits that have changed Taiwan and wishes to turn them
into case law projects. I hope we can bring these 8 cases
from courts/the legal norm world to the classroom where law
students first learn the concept of justice, freedom and
gender equality. In this way we can start to tackle the
harsh reality of gender /race/ ethnicity class-biased,

legal system and develop the learners-centered teaching
materials to solve the plight of the marginalization and
underrepresentation of women and LGBT in legal education.

Gender Equality, Heteronormativity, Gender and education,
Gender and the law, Women' s rights movement, women s
history, Same-sex marriage, Feminism Teaching Methods
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Abstract

Feminist activists, plaintiffs, lawyers and women rights NGOs have worked
together to reform the Taiwanese patriarchal legal system after martial law was lifted
in 1987. The first successful milestone case was the Judicial Interpretation No. 365,
which declared the Civil Law article 1089 (father’s opinion prevails while parents
disagree on issues related to minor’s important rights) violated gender equality
principle. Then a series of legislative reforms followed, including Domestic Violence
Prevention Law, Rape Law Reform, Gender Equality Employment Law(2002),
Gender Equity Education Law(2004).

However, while gender awareness curriculum at high school level is introduced,
we did very little about reforming the legal education curriculum in the universities.
There are some seminars on feminist jurisprudence, but in general the mainstream law
courses were not re-examined their male biased/centered past. On the other end,
women are not aware of the current changes in law, thus their lives are not changed
since the patriarchal culture and custom still dictate and dominant their lives.

This project chooses 8 women and LGBT rights related lawsuits that have changed
Taiwan and wishes to turn them into case law projects. I hope we can bring these 8
cases from courts/the legal norm world to the classroom where law students first learn
the concept of justice, freedom and gender equality. In this way we can start to tackle
the harsh reality of gender /race/ ethnicity class-biased, legal system and develop the
learners-centered teaching materials to solve the plight of the marginalization and
underrepresentation of women and LGBT in legal education.

Keywords: Gender equality, Gender and education, Gender and the law, Women’s
rights movement, women’s history, Feminist teaching methods
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S EFE Sexual Morality, Law and Nation Building

) I ~A Case Study on Marriage Equality Movement in Taiwan
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The conference was organized by Sydney University and 3 other academic centers. It was
the 9th Queering Paradigms conference. Amazingly in recent years we have seen social, criminal,
and legal justice campaigns for sexuality and gender diverse people gain increasing visibility and
popular support in many jurisdictions, while repression and discrimination have increased at the
same time. Also academic LGBT and queer scholarship in fields such as criminology, criminal
justice studies, sociology, and socio-legal studies, has grown significantly in Australia. It is
unfortunately not the case in Taiwan. I was very lucky to find out this conference and my paper got
accepted it. This conference questions how justice can be ‘queered’ and queried from the
perspectives of sexuality and gender diverse people. This conference seeks to stimulate active and
reciprocal exchanges between educators, students, graduates, researchers, activists and those
professionally engaged with LGBT studies and intersectional feminist research and practices. I was
the only participant from Asia and it was fascinating to present my project on the Marriage Equality

Movement in Taiwan; to introduce Taiwan’s LGBT movement to the international community.

—. HEos

There were around 70~80 participants in the conference room. I enjoyed very much this
kind of small group conference where each one of us presented papers in the same room (not in
separate, multiple rooms) and had more time to get to know each other’s work, discuss with each
other about the specific issues/projects we were working on and eventually build up more

knowledge on the subject in depth. There are no parallel panels, all panels were in the same room.



Gender Studies and the Law are enjoying much more academic attention in Europe, the US and
Australia than in Taiwan, and I was very happy to be able to attend conference on Queer(y)ing
Justice. In Taiwan usually I present my paper on Law related conferences and maybe there will be
one panel out of all panels which focuses on queer studies. This conference is Gender and Legal

Studies Conference, that means all the panels or presentations are on the subject, which is amazing.

After I presented my paper on the situation in Taiwan, they generally showed high interests in
getting to know about LGBT movement in Taiwan. Taiwanese scholars do have potential to
introduce what we have achieved to international scholars and gradually build up international

network on Gender and Justice.
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Sexual Morality, Law and Nation Building

~A Case Study on Marriage Equality Movement in Taiwan

Abstract
While affirming freedom to obtain sex related information, the Council of Grand Justices in its
No. 617 interpretation of the Constitution of ROC. (Taiwan) upheld criminal law of distributing and
possession of obscene materials that destroys the prevalent sex morality order of the time. In 2017,
the Taiwanese constitutional court decision to declare not allowing same-sex couples to get married
unconstitutional amazed the world, and its deadline by May 24, 2019 for legislature to enact new law
or amend the civil code worries the local activists. What is “sex morality order”? What is the relation

between sexuality and morality? How exactly does law regulate gender and sexuality?

This project plans to explore the relationship between morality, sexual politics and gender
equality rights pursuit. It operated on the premise that there is room for a criticism which takes into
account the larger cultural context in which sex, sexuality, and morality is conceived and produced in

Taiwanese society.

This project is composed of 3 parts; first, I examine the relationship between morality,
sexuality and the law, through reading the current Taiwanese legal system including norms and
judicial practice. Secondly, I will focus on sex related topics, distributing gay porn, adultery, HIV
related regulations, same-sex marriage included. We need a more holistic view on morality,

sexuality in the law. Thirdly, I then critically examine the relationship between sexuality, the nation



and globalization. Sexuality does play a crucial role in the modern nation building. Finally, I would

re-imagine a pro-sex morality and sexual politics as the citizenship formation for Taiwan.
Keywords:

Sexual Diversity, Gender and Law, Prostitution, Sexual Citizenship, Same-Sex Marriage, Nation

Building
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It was a two-day conference organized by the Ghent University. The
conference seeks to stimulate active and reciprocal exchanges between educators,
students, graduates, researchers, activists and those professionally engaged with
gender studies and intersectional feminist research and practices. Participants are
people who are interested in feminist debates and practices of teaching sexualities
in and beyond Europe. I was the only participant from Asia and it was fascinating
to join European scholars to discuss the rarely discussed issues of sexualities and

sex revolution issues.
. Heog

It was a relatively small conference. There were around 20-25 participants in the
cozy conference room. I personally enjoyed very much this kind of small group
conference where each one of us presented papers and had more time to discuss

with each other about the specific issues/projects we were working on.

There is no sex revolution in Taiwan or Chinese history, thus, it is amazing for me
to attend such a conference titled sex revolution. My project is composed of 8

court cases, mostly about the gender related cases, not specifically on sexuality.



However, the Judicial Interpretation No. 748 was about same sex marriage, the
underlying assumption about same-sex couples is the abnormality of the
homosexuality. In my opinion, this was exactly why people could not accept same
sex marriage. Having attended this conference on sex revolution, many
presentations deal with homosexuality and the history of the regulation of the non-
heterosexuality, I have learned about the regulatory history and the socio-cultural

meaning of the abnormality/homo sexuality.

This conference was thought-provoking and many projects presented in the
conference are devoted to exploring sexuality in relation to the law. They address a
number of key controversies across a range of jurisdictions. Drawing upon
contemporary social theory, cultural and Queer studies, feminist scholarship, and

traditional and critical legal thought.
= BRI R
Regulating Sexual Citizens---Towards A Sexually Liberated Gender Politics in Taiwan

The district court decision of a Taiwanese woman sentenced to 298 years
(2 years executed) in prison for adultery shocked the nation and the world,
as much as the judicial decision of the constitutional court to allow same-
sex marriage at the latest by May 24, 2019. While affirming freedom to
obtain sex information, Grand Justices upheld criminal law of distributing
and possession of obscene materials that destroys the prevalent sex
morality order of the time. How exactly does law regulate ‘sex’?

The purpose of this study is to explore the relationship between the sexual
politics and gender equality rights pursuit. It operated on the premise that
there is room for a criticism which takes into account the larger cultural
context in which “sex” “sexuality” “gender” is conceived and produced.

This project 1s composed of 3 parts; first, I examine the relationship
between sexuality and the law, through reading the current Taiwanese legal
system including norms and judicial practice. Secondly, I will focus on the
sex related topics, adultery, rape, prostitution, HIV related regulations,
Same-sex marriage included. We need a more holistic view on sexuality in
the law. Thirdly, I then critically examine the relationship between



sexuality, the nation and globalization. Sexuality does play a crucial role in
the nation's survival and to the reproduction of 'the nation'. Finally, I would
re-imagine a pro-sex gender politics as the citizenship formation for
Taiwan.

Keywords:
Adultery, Gender Equality, Gender and Law, Prostitution, Sexual
Citizenship, Same- Sex Marriage
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When I registered for the sexual revolution conference with Ghent
university, there were no option of Taiwan in the category country , only
“ Taiwan, the province of China” . I could not register under that name, thus
I wrote to the Ghent university and asked them to change it or I can not
register. At the end, my negotiation did not work, and so I registered myself
under the nation “Spain” , the rest stays the same, Shih Hsin University,
Taipei, Taiwan (Address). Sadly now it is getting harder for Taiwanese
scholar to attend the international conference as a Taiwanese. I wonder if
National Science Commission shall collect scholars’ experiences in attending
conferences and maybe issue an declaration to the international academic
organizations to express our concerns.
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