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This study advocates that community neighborhood parks
should be used as a social service resource to support
recreation, sport, interaction with others, and mutual care
for the elderly in order to strengthen environmental
support of the policy of aging in place. The elderly use



neighborhood parks with high frequency, long duration, and
cluster activities, and there are some gender differences
in the use of behavioral patterns. However, currently, most
planning and design of neighborhood parks cannot match the
behavioral characteristics of the elderly, their behavioral
difference, or the function demand of gender factors. This
study clarifies herd behavior characteristics and gender
difference of the elderly by perspective of Behavior
Setting and field study of environmental behavior to
explore product environment design of gender-friendly
neighborhood parks to support aging of the elderly. The
non-participant observation method was used to observe the
behavior of the elderly in the natural state, and the event
sampling method was used to describe the specific behavior
and process of using the environmental objects in the park.
Finally, we analyze the nine behavior samples of the three
neighborhood parks, summarize the types of space and
behavior, and discuss the relationship between different
spatial characteristics and the actual use of the park.
According to the results, the active area of ?7the elderly
has three spatial attributes: flatness, hard road and
visual penetration. It was also found that older users of
different parks would choose similar fields for similar
behavior. Elderly behavior can be divided into three
categories: static social activities (S), dynamic restraint
activities (D), free activities (F). S refers to the chat,
playing chess, reading, etc., need a smaller activity
space, activity intensity is low. D is limited only in the
facility itself or around the fitness equipment, the
activity contents, the facility space and so on, but the
activity intensity is high. F can be observed in a wide
range of activities, there are no clear boundaries,
including: common group activities, dynamic and active
activities, non-facilities activities, high activity and
flexibility. Furthermore, through the Quantitative Theory
Type III, 200 behavioral observation samples were analyzed
to explore the relationship between the behavioral
characteristics of the elderly and the spatial attributes,
based on spatial attributes (ground, above space, space,
facilities, etc.) and behavioral attributes (chatting,
walking, walking, playing chess, group activities, croquet,
etc. ) According to the analysis, two axes are obtained.
With reference to sample photos and text records, the two
axes can be named "Dynamic - Static Activity Space" and
"Spatial Elasticity". In addition, the spatial attributes
that can support social behavior are: a range of activities
such as tables and chairs, covers, fitness equipment, toys,
etc. that can be used to support dynamic activities, but



oo Mg

elderly people Not limited to "fitness equipment", as long
as the body support exist, that can be stretched. The space
required for free activities is very flexible, as long as
there 1s a flat and open space, but because of the Taiwan’s
weather, 1t i1s recommended to increase the shade area.

the elderly, neighborhood parks, social behaviors, Behavior
Setting, gender-friendly, Event Sampling, Quantification
Theory Type II1
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