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: This article uses the concepts of Foucauldian “sexuality”

to study the historical advances of sex crimes in Taiwan,
in accompaniment of the discourse of eugenics.

Toward the beginning of the 20th century, with an
increasing interest in the sexual politics associated with
genetic findings, “gender order” of eugenics entered the
political arena. Medical knowledge also provided many clues
to exploring the social philosophy of eugenics, which is a
science that focuses on improving genetic qualities. The
series composed of perversion-heredity-degeneration
demanded the political management of woman s sexuality.
Moreover, to control an “abnormal” sex drive, the
criminal systems came to severely regulate sexual behavior,
targeting the “exclusion” of the underprivileged and
demanding a return to sexual morality. Consequently, in the
1920s, eugenics and sex hygiene facilitated the national
regulation of gender/sexuality in China. However, how far
should the state intervene in the sexual lives of its
citizens? Contrasting the strategies and rhetoric of
regulating sexuality in Taiwan, what is really necessary is
to bring the eugenic dynamics behind criminal law into a
sharper view of critical analysis.

eugenics, scientific knowledge, sexuality, gender, sexual
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