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: This one-year project will explore contemporary Scottish

“environmental trauma” and “communal concern” ,
particularly the gap between them, and also the gender
cultural effects contingent with this gap. To carry out
this project, I will focus on the survey about the sub-
culture constructed by widows, widowers, of various classes
in the industrial city Glasgow. I mainly attempt to examine
how these gender groups utilize sub-culture perspectives to
re-imagine culturally impoverished utilitarian country, or
to cope with fear, horror, insecurity brought by communal
residents’ economic oppression. My point is to rethink the
significance of social sub-culture and the change of
cultural mode in the context of contemporary Scottish
metropolis. Besides shedding light on how sub-culture
elements are portrayed in literary magical and also
realistic representations of middle and lower classes’
economic life, my study will adopt the change of cultural
mode and sub-culture discourses to investigate the appeals
held by the sub-culture subjectivities of contemporary
Scotland.

! environmental trauma; communal concern; gender culture of

widows, widowers, orphans, and bereaved elders; sub-culture;
cultural subjectivity
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1. %3 (Introduction)
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1.1 # # +~ % (Background and Outline)
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First Book and Aer Lingus Awards, and the MIND/Allan Lane Book of the Year)
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1.2 P # (Objective)
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2. —bgk\‘réﬁ (Literature Review)
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Hickey-Moody 68-69) - Roberts 7= 35 £}/ g chfi- 3 % 5 FLa 2t 9 il RURS & e R 24 P9 engd 7t (115) o
dt R RN B DL S R AR AN e T R 2 R e A Bt AR
HE Y - ARG T E A - B A AT Y B2 B S R T B S
Nicholas Visser » % 45 &1 @ cjg mrd kan? £ L E * anlfk £ 8 L feihaw g § (307)
Christopher A. Whatley ~ 35 To G enpedf £ p Flens & E G303 Rob e 2247 e gg 4 2 A 97
F3end & (58) o Ayt EEAPATEARSE > ARFATF R R Y UG ¥ A R g

G R g S B

PR R

B BT RA RFMFLE S REW LA ARFH M 2 R

ESRI U S SR N ITUL T INEL NN SRR LN T T R SR S

ME R BT S R R PRGNS T S it o TR 2 0 b G

AL HAMART PR R a2 T2t 2 SHERGAEBETIFE2 $d o

3. F3 Yieidsim4s (Methodology and Basic Ideas)

SHTRGOOHY SRR Bl R P B ARG e g A AH 2
o M- H UG RALE B MG L AT a e 0 FE AT FREE > BRE Y AT R



% o Catherine Belsey #%## B 7 | & F Ft fmn = gmpat v irfheane g2 staT - 35 5 -
B NE G AR E O PR AE RARF IR A A E o2 6 TR

Senk g pie o i AR WA G Az kR (Ferretter 91) - Belsey 45 &) Tigat | 3B AT £ &

%.év’ﬂﬁ’i%"ﬁ’ﬁﬁ'“ﬁﬁ??—{‘ng A fez2o b ey (1980: 73)0%«LL,;\,t;’E&4|mK,U TERS B S
PELFLF R FEQEEA T 0 FLEEL TS TFERAR ) FE R LB E S FE

T R TR eha g Tagal ) (T THATaes ) ahL ) e 3 0t

Hegel &8 4T 4P i a5 oG Fen T3 3ib ¢ | 3 HEF £0A LB E TG P o B
a5k TA 3 A - A T raegd o TRIRIUL ) 2 B a7 e 125 15 41(64) - Habermas 77335
A AL SRR Y S BT s 1 BT I F A h e i ER(126) st 2
Gramsci & (ft¢® 3 f§ ) (Prison Letters)- 2 7 > 34 T2 “ Hifg |, a2 305 T3 34k g & T 5

B, Bahb o LXAAEFHRFETAL DEF o BE I 1§ - TR X gra e

SHFERE S RS R FF R PhLfE TR AP e ARBGEE T AL o R HR
PE G DB R A g R e B A A#H49) Ak T A | AR ERaiRT A
A ABVELES SRR IR ROER R T g oA -2 p e F gy
B ¥ - 26 SREALFERIUESON G B A BT I IRRT v AN e g o

FOET R A R M E L XA F R NBE SR - 0 2 ERIF RRE AR ST
f Tl {52 it B EaA 4 o Anderson & (8 fAr#¥ ) (Imagined Communities)- 2 ¢ & 1 T &8
GAEFE | B BEL O RP AR RIoPFEE R F AL K (print capitalism) ~ s F 2D AT
%~ 4% 9 F A~ (symbolic capital) - fr B ~ B#c ~ B33k A RS 0 R B B oE RS
Boo EATE AR BER P PR AR el Biehk E e g o KT R -

BAHE  ZEBGRVFE RN FEEFIRE > SR FE S RTPEL > I T éifqﬁ’% 2 e e
o MEXFTHAERRIEG WP o "f g2k > Anderson A H (it #dsF ) (The Spectre of
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4. 2#% (Conclusion: Findings)

41 F 3 X & (Research Implication)
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Lin, Hsin-Ying. “‘That puts it not unto the Touch, To win or lose it all’: The Moral Metaphor
of Witchcraft in John Buchan’s Witch Wood.” The Wenshan Review of Literature and
Culture 8.2 (June 2015): 87-113. [ISSN: 2077-1282] (THCI Core; MLA)

(MOST 103-2629-H-194 -001)

“That puts it not unto the Touch, To win or lose it all”:
The Moral Metaphor of Witchcraft in John Buchan’s Witch Wood

Abstract

The essay explores how John Buchan uses a cultural gap between the disciplined church world and the
living-conditions of peasants in Woodilee to raise questions about the knowledge of evil in
seventeenth-century Scotland. Published in 1927, when Scotland was not prepared to cope with a
politico-religious struggle between King Charles I and Parliament during the English Civil War (from 1644 to
1646), Witch Wood depicts how a young Presbyterian minister, David Sempill, witnesses the pretences and
prejudices of three other church elders. The novel depicts how the seventeenth-century Scottish church
interprets the concept of evil and convicts its members of witchcraft, focusing on the controversial
relationship between nature and morality. This essay will explore how several of Buchan’s more negative
political-religious characters lead to the eventual banality of domestic evil within the Scottish church;
furthermore, it will point out the ironic moral contrast between the speculations and deeds of the Church’s
Chief Elder Chasehope and the secular farmer Shillinglaw. This essay ultimately offers observations, on a
somewhat more speculative level, in relation to the novel’s discourse concerning unorthodox, if not Christian,
interpretations of evil, using manifestation of several convincing representatives of human nature. It questions
whether witchcraft should be recognized as a phenomenon of the human impulse towards natural worship, or
as a ritual with evil motive.

Keywords: John Buchan; Witch Wood; witchcraft; evil; nature and morality
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The Metaphor of Witchcraft in John Buchan’s Witch Wood
Abstract

The essay explores how John Buchan uses a cultural gap between the
disciplined church world and the living-conditions of peasants in Woodilee to raise
questions about the knowledge of evil in seventeenth-century Scotland. Published in
1927, when Scotland was not prepared to cope with a politico-religious struggle
between King Charles | and Parliament during the English Civil War (from 1644 to
1646), Witch Wood depicts how a young Presbyterian minister, David Sempill,
witnesses the pretences and prejudices of three other church elders. The novel depicts
how the seventeenth-century Scottish church interprets the concept of evil and
convicts its members of witchcraft, focusing on the controversial relationship between
nature and morality. This essay will explore how several of Buchan’s more negative
political-religious characters lead to the eventual banality of domestic evil within the
Scottish church; furthermore, it will point out the ironic moral contrast between the
speculations and deeds of the Church’s Chief Elder Chasehope and the secular farmer
Shillinglaw. This essay ultimately offers observations, on a somewhat more
speculative level, in relation to the novel’s discourse concerning unorthodox, if not
Christian, interpretations of evil, using manifestation of several convincing
representatives of human nature. It questions whether witchcraft should be recognized
as a phenomenon of the human impulse towards natural worship, or as a ritual with
evil motive.



Keywords: John Buchan; Witch Wood; witchcraft; evil; nature and morality
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