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The most common two rationales for recruiting more
women into science and technology are equal
opportunities and tapping women s intellectual power
to the service of science. However, these two
rationales do not respond to the question of ‘what
good can women bring to sciences.’ The discussion of
‘whether women can ask different science questions’
1S a response to such query and women scientists
‘asking different questions’ becomes one of the
major topics in feminist critique of science. Many
overseas cases, including women doctors,
environmentalists, forestry geneticists, and
molecular biologists, have proved that women feminist
scientist DO ask different questions and make
substantial contributions to their research fields.
However, 1in Taiwan, attention has not been paid to
such practice and discussion. What do Taiwan’ s women
scientists and engineers think about ‘feminism’ ?



Are they critical to their knowledge producing
practices? Can they ‘ask different questions’ ? What
1s the implication of the findings? This research
focuses on women scientists’ potential to ‘ask
different questions’ and the implication on science
education. The implication on science education 1is
also discussed.

women in science and technology, asking different
questions, knowledge production, feminism, gender and
science.
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The most common two rationales for recruiting more women into science and
technology are equal opportunities and tapping women’s intellectual power to the
service of science. However, these two rationales do not respond to the question of
‘what good can women bring to sciences.’” The discussion of ‘whether women can ask
different science questions’ is a response to such query and women scientists ‘asking
different questions’ becomes one of the major topics in feminist critique of science.
Many overseas cases, including women doctors, environmentalists, forestry
geneticists, and molecular biologists, have proved that women feminist scientist DO
ask different questions and make substantial contributions to their research fields.
However, in Taiwan, attention has not been paid to such practice and discussion.
What do Taiwan’s women scientists and engineers think about ‘feminism’? Are they
critical to their knowledge producing practices? Can they ‘ask different questions’?
What is the implication of the findings? This research focuses on women scientists’
potential to ‘ask different questions’ and the implication on science education. The
implication on science education is also discussed.

Keywords: women in science and technology, asking different questions,
knowledge production, feminism, gender and science.
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Figure 11. Women in Selected STEM Occupations, 1960-2000
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Notes: Data on postsecondary teachers by field of instruction were not gathered in the 2000 census, so postsecondary teachers are not
included here. When postsecondary teachers were included from 1960 to 1990, the general trends remained the same.

"In the 1980 and 1990 censuses, data include life scientists as well as biological scientists.

?In the 1960 census, no category for computer scientists was included; in the 1970 census, the category was titled "mathematicians and
computer specialists.”

*In the 1980 and 1990 censuses, the category was titled "chemists except biochemists”; in the 2000 census, the category was titled
"chemists and material scientists."

*In the 1960 census, the category was titled "physicists”

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990, & 2000, Census of the population (Washington, DC).

B 3-2
Figure 10. Women in Selected STEM Occupations, 2008
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Note: Occupations are self-reported.
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2009, Women in the labor force: A databook (Report 1018) (Washington, DC), Table 11.
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