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: This study aims to look into the gender/knowledge/power

complex in the discipline of education. The professional
curriculum for teacher preparation will be examined to
highlight the status of feminist theories or gender
perspective in pre-service teacher education curriculum. As
important, this study seeks to construct Taiwanese
knowledge body of feminist pedagogy to supplement the
absence and deficit of mainstream (malestream) knowledge
body within the discipline. Two results can be expected.
One is to facilitate teacher educators’ attention to
gender 1ssues, the other is to arm prospective teachers
with gender literacy to teach gender in secondary schools.
This study attempts to make the following contributions.
First is to analyze the close relationship between
knowledge and power in the discipline of education and
reveal 1ts problematic gender relations. Secondly, gender
bias and discrimination implied in the taken-for-granted
professional curriculum for pre-service teachers will be
discerned. The last is to bridge the gap or even fill the
blank in the discipline of education and the field of
gender studies. This study is sequential and takes two years
to complete. During year one, the syllabi of the course,
Introduction to Education, will be collected and their
contents will be analyzed. Then the textbooks most often
adopted by the instructors will be examined through the
gender lens. Next, those who teach that course will be
interviewed in order to understand its content and
investigate whether or not its materials, units, and
teaching methods apply feminist



theories and how.

# 2 B 423 ¢ feminism, discipline of education, gender education,
teacher preparation, curriculum studies, knowledge and
power
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The 15" article of Gender Equity Education Act issued in 2004 in
Taiwan stipulates that educational profession curricula for teacher
preparation should offer gender equity education courses.But this
stipulation is far from enforcement. This article, however, aims to
inquire into why some teacher educators teach such courses and what
political implications this can draw out. After interviewing with ten
instructors, two dimensions of factor loom large. One has something to
do with the professional, and the other the personal. The former includes
workplace demand and academic specialty, and the latter includes
individual traits and life experiences. In general, adaptation to workplace
demand seems to be more significant than performing their expertise,
and gender consciousness shaped by individual traits and life
experiences plays a key role.

Then the interconnection between the two dimensions and how
each implicates in politics are discussed. First, gender studies
gradually hold in the discipline of education while remaining
marginalized. Secondly,two elements need to be strengthened,
including teacher quality and the legitimacy of gender equity
education in teacher preparation. Lastly, personal life experiences
which awaken gender consciousness and facilitate course offering
have their own limitation.In the end, this article reflects on both the
professional and the personal and proposes some suggestions for
developing gender education for teacher preparation.
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