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While Information Communication Technology (ICT)
changes the way of people think, communicate, and
work, the emergence of social media takes the
interaction between ICT and users to the next level:
more personal, relevant, and connected. Past research
has revealed that the utilization of both ICT and
social media promotes the feeling of acceptance and
coherence, increases users  social network and
social capital, and enhances sense of actualization
and their subjective well-being. This study attempts
to explore whether learning and using ICT and social
media can be helpful for transnational-marriage
immigrant females to expand their original bonding
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with homelands, create new network and enhance their
subjective well-being. Through in-depth interviews
with ten Vietnamese immigrant females who utilize
Facebook, our findings indicate that Vietnamese
immigrant females successfully learn and use Facebook
to connect and share information, thoughts, life
experiences with friends over the Internet, although
facing the misunderstanding and hindrances from
family members. Based on original connections in the
real world, our participants have overcome the
limitation of location, expanded their social network
and formed the community for Vietnamese immigrant
females in the cyberspace. Within this community, our
participants are able to exchange information and
emotional support:; moreover, some participants have
also gained more social capital. This study reveals
that the utilization of ICT and social media can be
helpful to new immigrant females, while adding to
previous literature regarding the new immigrants,
social network, social capital and the impact of ICT
learning.

Transnational-Marriage Immigrant Females, Social
Network, Social Capital, Facebook, Social Media
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ABSTRACT

While Information Communication Technology (ICT) changes the way of people think,
communicate, and work, the emergence of social media takes the interaction between ICT and
users to the next level: more personal, relevant, and connected. Past research has revealed that
the utilization of both ICT and social media promotes the feeling of acceptance and coherence,
increases users’ social network and social capital, and enhances sense of actualization and
their subjective well-being. This study attempts to explore whether learning and using ICT
and social media can be helpful for transnational-marriage immigrant females to expand their
original bonding with homelands, create new network and enhance their subjective well-being.
Through in-depth interviews with ten Vietnamese immigrant females who utilize Facebook,
our findings indicate that Vietnamese immigrant females successfully learn and use Facebook
to connect and share information, thoughts, life experiences with friends over the Internet,
although facing the misunderstanding and hindrances from family members. Based on
original connections in the real world, our participants have overcome the limitation of
location, expanded their social network and formed the community for Vietnamese immigrant
females in the cyberspace. Within this community, our participants are able to exchange
information and emotional support; moreover, some participants have also gained more social
capital. This study reveals that the utilization of ICT and social media can be helpful to new
immigrant females, while adding to previous literature regarding the new immigrants, social

network, social capital and the impact of ICT learning.

Keywords: Transnational-Marriage Immigrant Females, Social Network, Social Capital, Facebook,
Social Media
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Dept. of Information Management, Chia-Nan Univ. of Pharmacy & Science, Taitwan

An Chun Chang anchun@gmail com
Institute of Communications Management, National Sun Yat-sen University, Taiwan

ABSTRACT

While Information Communication Technology (ICT) changes the way of people
think, communicate, and work. the emergence of social media takes the interaction
between ICT and users to the next level: more personal. relevant, and connected.
Past research has revealed that the utilization of both ICT and social media promotes
the feeling of acceptance and coherence, increases users’ social network and social
capital, and enhances sense of actualization and their subjective well-being. This
study attempts to explore whether learning and using ICT and social media can be
helpful for transnational-marriage immigrant females to expand their original
bonding with homelands, create new network and enhance their subjective
well-being. Through in-depth interviews with ten Vietnamese immigrant females
who utilize Facebook. our findings indicate that Vietnamese immigrant females
successfully learn and use Facebook to connect and share information, thoughts, life
experiences with friends over the Intemet, although facing the misunderstanding and
hindrances from family members. Based on original connections in the real world,
our participants have overcome the limifation of location, expanded their social
network and formed the community for Vietnamese immigrant females in the
cyberspace. Within this community, our participants are able to exchange
information and emotional support; moreover, some participants have also gained
more social capital. This study reveals that the utilization of ICT and social media
can be helpful to new immigrant females, while adding to previous literature
regarding the new immigrants, social network. social capital and the impact of ICT
learning.
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